IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, [             ] JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

IN AND FOR [               ] COUNTY, FLORIDA

[Name],


Petitioner,




Case No.

v.






Division: 

[Name],


Respondent.

________________________________/
ORDER APPOINTING GUARDIAN AD LITEM  
THIS COURT, [upon the request of Petitioner’s/Respondent’s counsel], finds that it is in the best interest of the minor child(ren) named below that a guardian ad litem be appointed.

It is therefore ORDERED that: 
1.  Stacey L. Myers, Esquire, 2305 Fairway Villas Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32233, (904) 699-1190, is appointed to serve as guardian ad litem for the minor child: [insert child’s name and dob].
2.  The guardian ad litem is a party to any judicial proceeding from the date of this order until the date of discharge, and shall have all of the powers, privileges, and responsibilities authorized in Section 61.403, Florida Statutes, to the extent necessary to advance the best interests of the minor child.  
3.  The guardian ad litem must be provided with copies of all pleadings, notices, stipulations, and other documents filed in this action, and is entitled to reasonable notice before any action affecting the child is taken by either of the parties, their counsel, or the Court. The guardian ad litem is entitled, through counsel or otherwise, to be present at any depositions, hearings, or other proceedings concerning the minor child. 
4.  The guardian ad litem may investigate the allegations of the pleadings, motions, and any other matters affecting the minor child, and after proper notice may interview witnesses or any other person having information concerning the welfare of the minor child.  
5.  The guardian ad litem may seek copies of all records and reports of medical professionals providing individual care or group therapy pertaining to the minor child and the parties, including, but not limited to, counselors, therapists, psychologists, physicians, social workers, and parenting coordinators, and shall maintain any such information received from any source described in Section 61.403(2), Florida Statutes, as confidential and shall not disclosure such information except in reports to the Court served upon both parties to this cause and their counsel, or as directed by the Court. 

6.  The parties, or any other person entrusted by the parties with the care of the minor child, shall allow the guardian ad litem access to the minor child at reasonable times and locations, and no person shall obstruct the guardian ad litem from access to the minor child.  The guardian ad litem will conduct interviews with the minor child as she deems necessary or appropriate and she may consult any providers of care of counseling to the child and the parties for information and advice accordingly.  

7.  The guardian ad litem shall file a written report with the Court regarding the pleadings and issues that may include (but are not limited to): 

A.  Timesharing of the minor child; 

B.  Parental responsibility of the minor child; 

C.  Residence of the minor child; 

D.  A recommendation as to whether testimony of the minor child at the final hearing is in his/her best interests; and

E.  Counseling, therapy, and any related medical care pertaining to the minor child.  
8.  The guardian ad litem [is compensated at a rate of $    per hour] OR [shall initially be paid $[            ]], with a reservation to seek additional fees or costs, if required.  The [Petitioner/Respondent] shall be initially responsible for the compensation of the guardian ad litem, with reservation for the Court to reapportion the costs to both parties. 
9.  The Court reserves jurisdiction to modify this Order on its own motion at any time or on motion of either party after notice and hearing. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at [         ] County, Florida, this _____ day of _____________, 202_.







______________________________






CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE

Copies to:
Stacey L. Myers, Esquire
2305 Fairway Vilas Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32233

Phone: (904) 699-1190
Email: Stacey@staceymyersesq.com 

Guardian Ad Litem
[counsels] 
